256

Reichstag to vote for Hitler's foreign policy to the
tune of Germany's national anthem and the trade
union leaders to order the party members to celebrate
May Day together with the Nazis. Cowardice is
the only truly international characteristic of the
Second International, and was responsible in the
end for Blum's initiative in the matter of non-
intervention, which has cost the lives of hundreds
of thousands of the flower of Spanish youth.

It would be worse than foolish, however, to pre-
tend that leaders or members were guilty of personal
cowardice : this wanton accusation could only fur-
ther hinder the reconciliation of the various wings
of the working class movement. Nothing has been
so conducive to the rise of Fascism as these reciprocal
cries of betrayal which have destroyed confidence
within the movement itself. The overwhelming
majority of these people were moved by honest
conviction and many of them subsequently gave
proof of their unshakeable personal courage and
conviction in the law courts, the concentration
camp, or, like Julius Deutsch, in Spain. The
cowardice of which we speak springs from a mis-
taken theory, according to which it must always be
assumed that only direct material interests need be
taken into account, and not the magnificent reserves
of sacrifice and idealism that lie hidden in the people.
Often, too, it has been the outcome of an exaggerated